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Quick Facts about West Des Moines

Á64,560 (latest Census estimate)

Á8th largest City

ÁLocated in 4 counties 
ÁPolk, Dallas, Warren and Madison

Á53.2 square miles

Á60.5 miles of trails (58 of those miles are paved)

Á1,289 acres of parkland 

Áрт҈ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ό¦Φ{Φ!Φ нф҈ύ
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Finances

Á One of approximately 100 cities in the U.S. with the 
highest AAA bond rating from S&P ϧ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ

Á DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ  
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award (19th year)

Á Certificate of Excellencein Financial Reporting 
(CAFR for the 24th year)

Á Highest per capita property valuations 
Á Fourth highest taxable retail sales ($1.6 billion)
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ü State Commercial Backfill ($2.9 million)

Jordan Creek Town Center ς24 million customers



Local Option Sales & Services Tax (LOSST)

ü 50% of revenue applied to city property tax reduction
ü 50% of revenue applied to construction of public parks, sports 

and recreational facilities and trails, public infrastructure, public 
safety and public library

Current tax rate: $12.00/$1,000
Reduction after Dallas County vote: $11.79/$1,000
Reduction after Polk County vote: $11.05/$1,000
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Revenue estimate: Dallas County: $2 million
Polk County:    $6.9 million



Parks and Recreation: Five Waters
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Raccoon River Greenway 

Blue Heron Lake Raccoon River Park 

City Campus Pond

Jordan Creek Greenway

Sugar Creek Greenway
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1. Civic Campus Amphitheater
2. Raccoon River Park 

Boat House
3. Marathon loop trail
4. Raccoon River Pedestrian 

Bridge and Great Western 
Trail Connection

5. Raccoon River Greenway 
Development

Five Waters Project



Citizen Survey 2016

ÁResidents have a very positive perception of the City
V 92% satisfied with quality of life
V 89% are satisfied with overall quality of services

ÁSatisfaction with City Services is much higher in WDM 
than other communities
VWDM rated above the U.S. average in 47 of 49 areas 
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2018 Survey to be completed



Daytime 
Population: Working in WDM

Creating an employment center é34,375 Visitors and 
Non-Resident 
Shoppers

50,485 Non-Resident 
Employees

36,734 Residents 
Staying in WDM

5,018 Non-Resident 
Students

Á61,709 jobs (record high)
ÁMedian income: $60,690
ÁDaytime population over 126,612
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2016: 
A record 
year!
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YEAR VALUATION VALUATION RANK
BUILDING 
PERMITS

2008 490,234,000 #2 1241

2009 82,767,000 1060

2010 168,206,809 1140

2011 142,361,134 1025

2012 310,595,751 1092

2013 421,746,147 #5 1242

2014 445,433,824 #3 956

2015 444,323,688 #4 983

2016 1,067,535,149 #1 938

2017 318,067,828 #7 1072

TOTAL: $3,891,271,330

Building 

Permits



Development 

inquiries or physical 

site development 

over the past 2 years

www.wdm.iowa.gov/residents/maps-gis/interactive-gis
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2018-19 FY total overall 
property taxes (all funds) 

for the entire city: 
$57 million

Microsoft Data Centers

Alluvion  
Total Square Footage: 1,166,000

Total Property Taxes to be paid annually: 
$8,129,079

Infrastructure built $87 million

Osmium
Total Square Footage: 1,700,000

Total Property Taxes to be paid annually: 
$11,327,157

Infrastructure to be built $118 million

Mountain
Total Square Footage: 415,000

Total Property Taxes to be paid annually: 
$1,558,656

Infrastructure built $10 million

ü All three data centers 
open up 6,500 acres 
for future development

Total Microsoft Property 
Taxes for FY 2024/25:

$21 million



2017 Construction Projects: $42,466,668

2018 estimate: $42 million

Facility
Bridge
Fiber
Park
Pavement
Road
Sewer
Stormwater
Subdivision
Trail
Water

Legend

12 of 22


